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before the end of any 12-month period of en-
rollment to prevent undue hardship. 

‘‘(c) SUBSIDIES REQUIREMENT.—The average 
amount of all subsidies provided to eligible 
participants enrolled in the program estab-
lished under this section for each 12-month 
period during which the program is con-
ducted shall not exceed the amount equal to 
the average of the per capita expenditures 
for providing Indians items or services from 
all Indian Health Programs for the most re-
cent fiscal year for which data is available. 

‘‘(d) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(1) TREATMENT.—The amount of a subsidy 

provided to an eligible participant in the 
program shall not be counted as income or 
assets for purposes of determining eligibility 
for benefits under any Federal public assist-
ance program. 

‘‘(2) BUDGET NEUTRALITY.—In conducting 
the program under this section, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that the aggregate pay-
ments made to carry out the program do not 
exceed the amount of Federal expenditures 
which would have been made for the provi-
sion of health care items and services to eli-
gible participants if the program had not 
been implemented. 

‘‘(e) IMPLEMENTATION; REPORTS TO CON-
GRESS.— 

‘‘(1) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
‘‘(A) INITIAL PERIOD.—The program estab-

lished under this section shall begin not 
later than the date that is 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this section and shall 
be conducted for a period of at least 5 years. 

‘‘(B) EXTENSIONS.—The Secretary may ex-
tend the program for such additional periods 
as the Secretary determines appropriate, un-
less the Secretary determines that the pro-
gram is unsuccessful in achieving the pur-
poses described in subsection (a), taking into 
account cost-effectiveness, quality of care, 
and such other criteria as the Secretary may 
specify. 

‘‘(2) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—During the 
initial 5-year period in which the program is 
conducted, and during any period thereafter 
in which the program is extended, the Sec-
retary shall periodically submit reports to 
Congress regarding the progress of program. 
Each report shall include information con-
cerning the populations participating in the 
program, participant satisfaction (deter-
mined by indicators of satisfaction with se-
curity, affordability, access, choice, and 
quality) as compared with items and services 
that the participant would have received 
from Indian Health Programs, and the im-
pact of the program on access to, and the 
availability of, high quality health care serv-
ices for Indians. 

‘‘(f) QUALIFIED HEALTH INSURANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term 

‘qualified health insurance’ means insurance 
which constitutes medical care as defined in 
section 213(d) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 without regard to— 

‘‘(A) paragraph (1)(C) thereof, and 
‘‘(B) so much of paragraph (1)(D) thereof as 

relates to qualified long-term care insurance 
contracts. 

‘‘(2) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN OTHER CON-
TRACTS.—Such term shall not include insur-
ance if a substantial portion of its benefits 
are excepted benefits (as defined in section 
9832(c) of such Code).’’. 

SA 4035. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1200, to amend the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act to 
revise and extend the Act; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title VIII of the 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act (as 
amended by section 101), insert the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘SEC. 8ll. REQUIREMENT. 
‘‘Not less than 85 percent of amounts made 

available to carry out this Act shall be used 
to provide the medical services authorized 
by this Act. 

SA 4036. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1200, to amend the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act to 
revise and extend the Act; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 121, strike line 15 and insert the 
following: 

‘‘(c) PRIORITIZATION.—Before providing any 
hospice care, assisted living service, long- 
term care service, or home- or community- 
based service pursuant to this section, the 
Secretary shall give priority to the provision 
of basic medical services to Indians. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this 
section, 

SA 4037. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1200, to amend the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act to 
revise and extend the Act; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 121, strike line 15 and insert the 
following: 

‘‘(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
‘‘(1) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section takes 

effect on the date on which the Secretary 
makes the certification described in para-
graph (2). 

‘‘(2) CERTIFICATION.—The certification re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) is a certification 
by the Secretary to Congress that— 

‘‘(A) the service availability, rationing, 
and wait times for existing health services 
within the Service are— 

‘‘(i) acceptable to Indians; and 
‘‘(ii) comparable to the service availability 

and wait times experienced by other resi-
dents of the United States; and 

‘‘(B) the provision of services under this 
section will not divert resources from or neg-
atively affect the provision of basic medical 
and dental services by the Service. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this 
section, 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources Subcommittee on Public 
Lands and Forests. 

The hearing will be held on February 
27, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD–366 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills: 
S. 832, to provide for the sale of ap-
proximately 25 acres of public land to 
the Turnabout Ranch, Escalante, Utah, 
at fair market value; S. 2229, to with-
draw certain Federal land in the Wyo-
ming Range from leasing and provide 
an opportunity to retire certain leases 
in the Wyoming Range; S. 2379, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
cancel certain grazing leases on land in 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument 
that are voluntarily waived by the les-
sees, to provide for the exchange of cer-

tain Monument land in exchange for 
private land, to designate certain 
Monument land as wilderness, and for 
other purposes; S. 2508 and H.R. 903, to 
provide for a study of options for pro-
tecting the open space characteristics 
of certain lands in and adjacent to the 
Arapaho and Roosevelt National For-
ests in Colorado, and for other pur-
poses; S. 2601 and H.R. 1285, to provide 
for the conveyance of a parcel of Na-
tional Forest System land in Kittitas 
County, Washington, to facilitate the 
construction of a new fire and rescue 
station, and for other purposes; H.R. 
523, to require the Secretary of the In-
terior to convey certain public land lo-
cated wholly or partially within the 
boundaries of the Wells Hydroelectric 
Project of Public Utility District No. 1 
of Douglas County, Washington, to the 
utility district; H.R. 838, to provide for 
the conveyance of the Bureau of Land 
Management parcels known as the 
White Acre and Gambel Oak properties 
and related real property to Park City, 
Utah, and for other purposes. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by e-mail 
to rachel_pasternack@energy.senate. 
gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Kira Finkler at (202) 224–5523 or 
Rachel Pasternack at (202) 224–0883. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, February 13, 
2008, at 9:30 a.m., in open session in 
order to receive testimony on improve-
ments implemented and planned by the 
Department of Defense and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the care, 
management, and transition of wound-
ed and ill servicemembers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
February 13, 2008, at 10 a.m., in order to 
conduct a mark up of an original bill 
entitled ‘‘Industrial Bank Holding 
Company Act of 2008’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
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